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Deacon David’s Sermon Last Week: Here I am, send me (Isaiah) 
 
Here I am.  When God calls, “Here I am” is always the right answer. 
 
Hineni (biblical Hebrew for “here I am”), it is more than just a word. It is a Jewish concept that 
has been discussed and debated for thousands of years.” Hineni carries a deeper connotation of 
physical, mental, and emotional presence. 
 
Hineni, Here I am!  It is what God promises to say when we call upon God,  
 
Isaiah 58.9: 
 
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 

Isaiah 65.1: 

I was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask, 

   to be found by those who did not seek me. 

I said, ‘Here I am, here I am’, 

   to a nation that did not call on my name. 

 
Hineni, Here I am!   This is what God promises to say when we call upon God,  
and this is what God asks us to say when God calls upon us.   
 
Genesis 22.1: 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, ‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 

Genesis 31.11: 

Then the angel of God said to me in the dream, “Jacob,” and I said, “Here I am!” 



Genesis 46.2: 

God spoke to Israel in visions of the night, and said, ‘Jacob, Jacob.’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 

Exodus 3.4: 

When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, ‘Moses, 
Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ 

1 Samuel 3.4: 

Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’* and he said, ‘Here I am!’ 

Psalm 40.7: 

Then I said, ‘Here I am; 

   in the scroll of the book it is written of me. 

Acts of the Apostles 9.10: 

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, 
‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ 

 

In every story there is a turning point.  

 In a movie, you can sometimes see it coming.... the music intensifies and you shake your head 
and whisper (to no avail) “don’t do it! Don’t do it!” as you watch the protagonist careening 
towards the choice that will set a huge crisis in motion.  

In life, we can rarely see it coming.  Instead, we see it in hindsight---the decision, the 
conversation, the moment when everything started falling apart.   

We witness that moment--that fateful turning point-- in today’s first reading, from the book of 
Genesis.  

It wasn’t the moment when the serpent slithered onto the scene.  It wasn’t the moment--as is 
so often imagined--when Eve ate the forbidden fruit. No, it was the moment when God called 
out to Adam. 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, 
and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of 
the garden. ...the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I 
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 



Hineni.  Here I am.   

That’s all Adam needed to say that cool, fateful evening in the garden of Eden when God called 
out “Where are you?” 

Hineni.  Here I am.  Was all that was required.  Had Adam answered that way when God called 
to him, the whole course of human history might have unfolded differently.   When God called 
to Adam “Where are you?” Adam might have answered “Hineni, Here I Am!”  He might have 
chosen trust, might have chosen vulnerability, might have chosen connection.  But instead, 
when God called out “Where are you?” Adam hid.  Instead of trust, and vulnerability, and 
connection, Adam chose fear, and shame, and isolation.  And the rest, as they say, is history.   

In last week’s sermon, Deacon David invited us, like the prophet Isaiah, to say “yes” to God’s 
call to service with the answer “Hineni. Here I am. Send me.”  

  

But the “yes” to which TODAY’S scripture call us is not first and foremost a “yes” to work or a 
“yes” to ministry or a “yes” to service---the “yes” to which today’s scripture calls us is first and 
foremost a “yes” to just showing up!   A yes to trust, and vulnerability, and connection. Before 
we can say “Here I am! Send me.”  we have to start by saying simply “Here I am.”   

And that, I know, is no easy task.   

As Adam so clearly shows us in the Garden of Eden.   

The invitation to trust.  The invitation to vulnerability.  The invitation to relationship can be 
every bit as daunting as the invitation to serve.  Even more so.   

And that, my friends, is where Faith comes in.  Faith isn’t about ideas or opinions or doctrines 
or dogmas.  Faith is about choosing Trust when it’s easier to choose Fear.  Faith is about 
choosing Vulnerability when it’s easier to choose Defense.  Faith is about choosing Intimacy 
when it’s easier to choose Isolation.   

Faith is about choosing to say “Hineni.  Here I am”, even when it seems easier to run and hide.   

Human Nature makes it easy for us to follow Adam down the path of alienation that leads to 
death. 

Faith makes it possible for us to follow the New Adam--Jesus the Christ--down the path of 
reconciliation that leads to life.   

It’s understandable that Adam felt a pang of fear and shame when he heard God call out 
“Where are you?”  After all, Adam HAD explicitly disobeyed God’s instructions when He chose 
to eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.   But here is the beautiful, hard-
to-believe truth at the heart of our Faith: 



In the Garden God is seeking Adam 

In every moment God is seeking us 

Not to shame, or judge, or punish us.  

But to love us.  To heal us.  And, by that boundless love and commitment, to transform us. 

I like to imagine it as the Divine Equivalent to a scenario like this: 

One afternoon, the “Fab 5” from Queer Eye unexpectedly show up on my front porch, and they 
ring the bell (If you don’t know what I’m talking about, you’ll have to look it up on Netflix later.) 
They have shown up with all their experience and passion and energy and expertise to fiercely 
and lovingly “makeover” my house, my diet, my wardrobe, my personal style.   

This is no time for flattery.  At this moment, I would be a fool to run away and hide in my 
bedroom.  Instead, I swing open the front door and exclaim. “Hineni!  Here I am!”  I’m all 
yours.  Have at it! 

We do not have to fix our hair, or our faith, or our lives, before we show up for God--or for one 
another in the Church.   

The cleaning up can wait for later.  But the showing up---that really can’t wait.  

In the Jewish tradition, one of the prayers that is offered during the High Holidays begins in this 
way: 

Hineni he ‘ani mima’as. Here I am, impoverished in deeds and merit.  

Hineni.  Here I am.  A hot mess in every way imaginable.  But I’m all yours, God. Have at it! 

We’ve all eaten the apple, we’ve all fallen short (and we’ll do so again, and again, and again), 
but God is still actively, endlessly seeking us out. God is calling us to show up anyway.  Not for 
wrath, but for love. Not for death, but for life. Not someday--but every day. Not later-- but now.  

This is the life of prayer. 

God calls “Where are you?” and we choose trust. We say “Hineni. Here I am.”  

This is the life of faith. 

God calls “Where are you?” and we choose vulnerability. We say “Hineni. Here I am.”  

This is the life of the Church. 

God calls “Where are you?” and we choose connection. We say “Hineni. Here I am.”  



 

When we aren’t quite ready to say it to God, we can practice by saying it to one another. 

And when we aren’t quite ready to say it to one another, we can practice saying it to God. 

And so, to conclude today’s sermon, I invite you to practice it with me, now, by singing together 
this closing song.  I’ll sing a line to you, then I invite you to sing it back to me.  Let’s sing it to one 
another.  Let’s sing it to God.  And may our singing mark the beginning of a new chapter in 
God’s ongoing Creation Story.     

 
CONCLUDING SONG:   
Where are you, where are you, where are you? 
Hineni, Hineni, Hineni!  
 
 


