
Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind 

[Hebrew: lev shome’a “listening heart”]... 



Treasures New and Old
51 ‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ 52And he said to them, ‘Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’ 53When Jesus had finished these 
parables, he left that place.

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth

54 He came to his home town and began to teach the people in their synagogue, 
so that they were astounded and said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom... 
55Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? And are not his 
brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? 56And are not all his sisters 
with us? Where then did this man get all this?’ 57And they took offense at 
him. 



Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind 

[Hebrew: lev shome’a “listening heart”]... 



Some Tendencies of “White Culture”
Adapted from list compiled by Carolyn Griffeth from Witnessing Whiteness and Re-evaluation Counseling Materials 

Isolation. Individualism.   Grasping for identity.  Assuming you’re the expert.

Savior identity. Making everything about yourself.  Ambition is everything.

 Critical patterns: Criticizing/Critiquing everything,  “Analysis Paralysis” 

Better than/ Not as good as: Continually making comparisons 

Acting and leading in dominating ways: 
(Believing your perspective is the only perspective. Speaking first and taking up too much space.

Belief in meritocracy. Belief that I must be exceptional to be acceptable. Perfectionism.  Competition.

Valuing of reason over relationship and emotions.  

Avoiding Emotions.  Avoiding Conflict.   Entitlement and greed.

Not knowing how to just hang out, be natural. Not taking the time to build relationships 



The Kingdom of Heaven

The Culture of “Whiteness”



“The kingdom of _________________is like a mustard seed that 
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but 
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.”

What “small seeds” might yield big results?
How do we know: What is useful? What is possible? 

How do we discern if something is a weed growing out of control?  A potential tree? 
 Or both?  



“The kingdom of _________________ is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.”

What invisible forces-- of creation and destruction--- are at work within and among us?
How do we discern:

If something is a contaminant?   Or a catalyst?  Or both?  
Once yeast is mixed into flour, do they become inseparable?



“The kingdom of _________________  is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field.”

What brings (deep, true, lasting)  joy?
Is it the sum total of everything you have in life?

Or is it one “hidden treasure”?  
What is worth claiming?    What’s worth giving up? 

What are you selling?    What are you buying? 



“The kingdom of _________________  is like a merchant in search of 
fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that 

he had and bought it.”

What do you value?  
The sum total of everything you have in life?  

Or is there one “great pearl”?
What is worth claiming?  What’s worth giving up?  

What are you selling?  What are you buying? 



“The kingdom of _________________  is like a net that was thrown into 
the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it 

ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad.”

What is good, what is bad? 
How do you know?  
Who gets to decide?

What do you do with the “good” fish?
What do you do with the “bad” fish?



“Therefore every scribe who has been trained 
for the kingdom of heaven is like the master 
of a household who brings out of his treasure

 what is new and what is old.”











“The Spirit helps us in our weakness; 
for we do not know how to pray as we ought” 

[or LISTEN as we ought… or UNDERSTAND as we ought, 
or CHOOSE as we ought…or DO as we ought...]

“but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  
And God, who searches the heart, 

knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.”


