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Jesus   put   before   the   crowds   another   parable:   “The   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   a  
mustard   seed   that   someone   took   and   sowed   in   his   field;   it   is   the   smallest   of   all   the  
seeds,   but   when   it   has   grown   it   is   the   greatest   of   shrubs   and   becomes   a   tree,   so   that  
the   birds   of   the   air   come   and   make   nests   in   its   branches.”  
 
When   I   first   glanced   at   today’s   Gospel,   I   had   imagined    that   our   “Tree   of   Life”  
Mosaic   would   provide   a   good   illustration   and   backdrop   for   today’s   sermon.    And   I  
still   think   it   might...though   not   in   the   way   I’d   first   imagined.   
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1st   Slide   (1st   Lesson)  
 
At   Gibeon   the   Lord   appeared   to   Solomon   in   a   dream   by   night;   and   God   said,   “Ask  
what   I   should   give   you.”   Solomon   answers   “....Give   your   servant...   an  
understanding   mind   [hebrew:    Listening   Heart ]...   able   to   discern   between   good   and  
evil   (1   Kings   3)  
 
 
CURRENT   CONTEXT  
 
COVID.   RACISM.    You’re   probably   sick   of   it.    But   Gospel   is   not   abstract...God  
speaks   into   the   concrete   realities   of   our   lived   experience   (Kids   in   Children’s  
Chapel)   
 
Question   of   Wisdom,   of   understanding   minds   and   listening   hearts,   of   discernment  
is   ever   before   us.   
 
When   and   how   do   we   open   our   businesses?    When   and   how   do   we   open   our  
schools?    When   and   where   and   how   do   we   gather   the   church?   
 



In   the   midst   of   this   pandemic---while   our   lives   are   on   “pause”   we   have   an  
unparalleled   chance   to   discern   and   decide   what   we   will   carry   forward,   and   what   we  
will   leave   behind.    Like   “every   scribe   trained   for   the   Kingdom   of   Heaven”,   we  
have   the   chance   to   become   like   the   householder   in   Matthew’s   Gospel,   “who   brings  
out   of   his   treasure   what   is   new   and   what   is   old.”   
 
Stop   Screenshare  
 
PARABLES  
 
The   Parables   of   Jesus   both   confound   and   aid   us   in   this   lifelong   work   of  
discernment   and   sorting.   
 
(And   today   must   be   our   lucky   day,   because   our   Gospel   presents   us   with   no   fewer  
than   6   parables    to   work   with!!!)   
 
The   Parables   of   Jesus   Invite   and   Challenge   us   to   compare   the   “Kingdom   of  
Heaven”   with   the   “Kingdoms   of   this   World”....   To   compare,    and   to   choose …  
which   Kingdom   will   claim   our   faith,   our   time,   and   our   resources:   our   allegiance,  
our   loyalty,   and   our   lives.   
 
The   Gospel   of   Jesus    constantly   invites   us   to   critically   examine   the   various   forces,  
the   myriad   “gods”,    that   shape   and   control   our   lives   and   our   world.     What   are   the  
values,   policies,   habits,   assumptions,   and   practices   that   have   shaped   our   nation,   our  
church,   our   schools,   our   workplaces,   our   families,   our   own   choices   up   to   this  
point?   
 
While   the   various   forces   that   shape   our   world   and   lives   are   legion,   for   those   of   us  
living   in   America   today,   we   can   no   longer   deny   the   powerful   role   that   one   force   in  
particular---the   force   of   Racism   and   the   idol   of   “whiteness”----has   played   and  
continues   to   play   in   shaping    a   “Kingdom   of   this   World”   that   is   in   stark   opposition  
to   the   Kingdom   of   God.   
 



 
 
Anti-Racist   Primer   Class--   “White   Culture”---  
For   the   past   2   weeks,   I   participated   (along   with   Deacon   David   and   several   other  
members   of   St.   Mark’s”    in   an   “Anti-Racist   Primer”   Class.    It   was   rich   and  
informative.    And   challenging.    And   thought   provoking.    And   liberating.    And  
frightening.    And   upsetting.   And   empowering.    And   Disconcerting.   And   Inspiring.  
 
(Trigger   Warning--- Today’s   sermon   might   be   challenging   for   you.    You   might  
find   yourself   taking   offense.    That’s   okay.   It’s   normal.     In   fact,   it’s   exactly   the   sort  
of   reaction   that   the   Gospel   of   Jesus   generally   evokes.    Just   notice   what   follows  
these   parables   in   the   Gospels:   The   Rejection   of   Jesus   at   Nazareth  
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Scripture   SLIDE)  
When   Jesus   had   finished   these   parables... 54   He   came   to   his   home   town  
and   began   to   teach   the   people   in   their   synagogue,   so   that   they   were   astounded   and  
said,   ‘Where   did   this   guy   get   this   wisdom….Is   not   this   the   carpenter’s   son?   Is   not  
his   mother   called   Mary?   And   are   not   his   brothers   James   and   Joseph   and   Simon  
and   Judas?   56And   are   not   all   his   sisters   with   us?   Where   then   did   this   guy   come   up  
with    all   this?’   57And   they   took   offense   at   him.  
 
So   as   we   move   through   today’s   service,   notice   if   you’re   taking   offense.    Notice   if  
you   are   feeling   angry,   or   uncomfortable,   or   defensive,   or   annoyed,   or   bored,   or  
suspicious   or   whatever.    Notice   if   you’re   feeling   a   little   anxious--I   know   I   am!    You  
don’t   have   to   agree   with   any   of   this.    You   don’t   have   to   believe   any   of   this.    And  
you   don’t   have   to   choose   any   of   this.    But   I’d   urge   you   to   choose   to   stick   with   it--to  
choose   to   keep   listening--   if   you   possibly   can.    Because   10   minutes   of   irritation  
probably   isn’t   going   to   kill   you.    But   our   freedom   to   discern   and   choose   well  
depends   entirely   on   how   clearly   we   can   see   and   understand   the   choices   that   are  
before   us.   
 
 



Prayer   SLIDE  
And   (if   you   get   nothing   else   out   of   today’s   sermon)   I’d   invite    you   to    join   me   in  
praying   with   Solomon,   for   God   to   grant   us   a   “listening   heart”....  
 
 
“Tendencies   of    White   Culture”   Slide  
 

Some   Tendencies   of   “White   Culture”  
Adapted   from   list   compiled   by   Carolyn   Griffeth   from   Witnessing   Whiteness   and  

Re-evaluation   Counseling   Materials   

Isolation.   Individualism.     Grasping   for   identity.    Assuming   you’re   the  
expert.  

Savior   identity .    Making   everything   about   yourself.    Ambition   is   everything.  

   Critical   patterns:    Criticizing/Critiquing   everything,    “Analysis   Paralysis”   

Better   than/   Not   as   good   as :   Continually   making   comparisons   

Acting   and   leading   in   dominating   ways :   
(Believing   your   perspective   is   the   only   perspective.   Speaking   first   and   taking   up  

too   much   space.  

Belief   in   meritocracy .    Belief   that   I   must   be   exceptional   to   be   acceptable.  
Perfectionism.    Competition.  

Valuing   of   reason   over   relationship   and   emotions.   

Avoiding   Emotions.    Avoiding   Conflict.       Entitlement   and   greed.  

Not   knowing   how   to   just   hang   out,   be   natural.   Not   taking   the   time     to   build  
relationships   

 



Slide:   “White   Culture”   in   America=A   Kingdom   of   this   World≠≠The   Kingdom  
of   Heaven  
 
Parable   Slides  
 
The   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   a   mustard   seed …   (What   is   useful?   What   is  
possible?)    Is   it   a   weed   growing   out   of   control?    Or   is   it   a   potential   tree?    Or   is   it  
both?   
 
The   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   yeast …(What   invisible   forces--   of   creation   and  
destruction---   are   at   work   within   and   among   us?)    Is   it   a   contaminant?    Or   is   it   a  
catalyst?    Or   is   it   both?    Once   the   yeast   is   mixed   into   the   flour,   do   they   become  
inseparable??  
 
“The   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   treasure    hidden   in   a   field,   which   someone   found  
and   hid;   then   in   his   joy   he   goes   and    sells   all   that   he   has    and   buys   that   field   (What  
brings   joy?)    Is   it   everything   you   have   in   life,   or   is   it   that   one   hidden   treasure   in   the  
field?    What   is   worth   claiming?    What’s   worth   giving   up?   What   are   you   selling?  
What   are   you   buying?   
 
“Again,   the   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   a   merchant    in   search   of   fine   pearls;   on  
finding   one   pearl   of   great   value,   he   went   and    sold   all   that   he   had    and   bought   it.  
(What   is   of   value?)    It   it   everything   you   have   in   life,   or   is   it   just   one   great   pearl?  
What   is   worth   claiming?    What’s   worth   giving   up?    What   are   you   selling?    What  
are   you   buying?   
 
The   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   a   net    that   was   thrown   into   the   sea   and   caught   fish  
of   every   kind.   When   it   was   full,   they   drew   it   ashore,   sat   down,   and   put   the   good  
into   baskets   but   threw   out   the   bad.   (What   is   good,   what   is   bad?   How   do   you   know?  
Who   gets   to   decide?)   
 
“Therefore   every   scribe   who   has   been   trained   for   the   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   the  
master   of   a   household   who   brings   out   of   his   treasure   what   is   new   and   what   is   old.”  



Like   every   scribe   trained   for   the   kingdom   of   heaven,   we   must   discern   what   to   hold  
on   to   and   what   to   let   go….what   to   repurpose   and   what   to   reject...we   have   a  
massive   project   of   housecleaning   and   sorting   ever   before   us...  
 
But   before   we   can   begin   the   sorting,   there   might   have   to   be   some   breaking.   
 
MOSAIC   SLIDES:  
 

● Members   of   St.   Mark’s   collected   old   dishes,   old   tiles,   old   vases  
● We   broke   them,   sorted   them,   selected   them   to   create   a   beautiful   Tree   of   Life  

Mosaic  
 
I   wonder   if   (in   addition   to   a   mustard   seed,   and   yeast,   and   treasure,   and   a   merchant,  
and   a   net)   the   Kingdom   of   God   is   like   a   mosaic   project?   
 
I   wonder,   when   we   pray   for   a   “listening   heart”   to   guide   our   discernment,   are   we   in  
fact   inviting   God’s   Spirit   to   move   in   and   crack   us   open--to   smash,   shatter,   jiggle,  
sort,   and   rearrange--   our   old   ideas,   patterns,   systems,   beliefs,   habits,   attachments,  
lives,   and   worlds--so   that   God   can   use   our   broken   pieces   to   create   something  
new--something   more   beautiful   than   we   can   begin   to   imagine?   
 
I   wonder   if   we    have   to    break   open,   break   up,   break   apart,   before   God   can   use   us   to  
create   the   Kingdom   of   Heaven?   
 
Does   this   breaking   open   sound   scary?    It   is.  
 
Does   this   breaking   open   sound   painful?   It   is.  
 
Is   the   Kingdom   of   Heaven   worth   it?   
 
Well,   that’s   what   Jesus   is   asking   YOU   to   decide.   
 
 



CONCLUSION:  
 
But   I   want   to   offer   this   word   of   encouragement:   Should   you   discern   that   God’s  
Kingdom   IS   worth   it,   that   the   promise   before   us   outweighs   the   cost.   
 
When   choosing   God’s   Kingdom   means   breaking   apart,   when   choosing   God’s  
Kingdom   feels   painful   and   scary;   when   all   our   best   efforts   and   faith    seem   too  
little,   too   late:   we   can    take   heart   in   Paul’s   words   to   the   Church   in   Rome,    in   this  
morning’s   epistle.     WE’RE   NOT   IN   THIS   ALONE.    THE   VERY   SPIRIT   OF   GOD   IS  
OUR   ALLY,   OUR   ADVOCATE,   OUR   INTERCESSOR   IN   THIS   WORK!   
 
 
SLIDE:   Romans  
 
The   Spirit   helps   us   in   our   weakness;   for   we   do   not   know   how   to   pray   as   we   ought  
(LISTEN   AS   WE   OUGHT,   CHOOSE   AS   WE   OUGHT,   DO   AS   WE   OUGHT),   but  
that   very   Spirit   intercedes   with   sighs   too   deep   for   words.   And   God,   who   searches  
the   heart,   knows   what   is   the   mind   of   the   Spirit,   because   the   Spirit   intercedes   for   the  
saints   according   to   the   will   of   God.   
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Jesus   put   before   the   crowds   another   parable:   “The   kingdom   of   heaven   is   like   a  
mustard   seed   that   someone   took   and   sowed   in   his   field;   it   is   the   smallest   of   all   the  
seeds,   but   when   it   has   grown   it   is   the   greatest   of   shrubs   and   becomes   a   tree,   so   that  
the   birds   of   the   air   come   and   make   nests   in   its   branches.”  
 
Lord,   give   to   your   servant   an   understanding   mind,   a   listening   heart.    Amen.   
 
 


