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Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, 
you that seek the Lord. 
Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.... so, we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another.  
 

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You 
are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, 
but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 
 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you lose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  
Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
 

When Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 

“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the 
Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  
 

Then Jesus said to them,  
But “Who do you say that I am?”  Or perhaps “Who do YOU say that I 
am?” 
 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Anointed One, Child of the Living 
God.” 
 

And Jesus answered him, flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but 
my Father in heaven...and on this rock I will build my church. 
 

I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Then Jesus sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the 
Anointed One.  
 
 



 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus asks Peter the question: Who do you say that I am? 
 
 

Jesus asks each one of us this same, crucial question: Who do you say that I 
am? 
 
 

This question, and our answer to this question, matters enormously, but 
maybe not in the way we first think. 
 
 

Jesus isn’t mounting an inquisition to determine our doctrinal orthodoxy  
or root out heresy in the church. 

Jesus isn’t quizzing us for a catechism test. 
 
 

No.   
I believe Jesus asks us to Name him 

because how we See & Name Jesus 

Determines how we See & Name ourselves 

And how we see & name others. 
It’s that simple.  
Because, for Christians, Jesus is the “New Adam”, the truest, fullest, most 
perfect image and example of what it means for each one of us to be truly, 
fully, perfectly Human.  Jesus is the image of the unseen God, in whose 
image we ourselves--and all humanity--has been created.   
 
 

Who do you say that I am? 

You are the Messiah (literally, you are the Anointed One), the Child of the 
Living God! 
 
 

Cannot the same be said for each one of us?  Were you not anointed at your 
baptism? In baptism did you, yourself, not become an Anointed One, “little 
Christ”?  Are you, yourself, not also a Child of the Living God?   

 
 

Identity is such a huge issue in our world.   We are engaged in constant 
struggles to define ourselves and to define other people.  We look to a 
thousand different markers in our struggle to define identity: 



Body size, skin color, 
Fashion and clothing 

Hair styles and body art 

Learning styles and learning speeds 

Sexual Orientation and Gender Expression 

Ancestry and Family Structures  
Language and Culture 

Intelligence and Economic Status 

Education and Wealth 

Ownership and access to resources 

Abilities and disabilities 

Religion and politics 

Work and careers 

Labor and hobbies 

Homes and homelands and homelessness 

And the list goes on and on... 
 
 

A group of clergy and seminarians in our diocese is engaged in an ongoing 
study group to better understand the roots of racism in our diocese.  A few 
weeks ago, we read an article that described the evolving categories of racial 
identity in New Mexico over the past 400 years.  Census records show the 
development of elaborate racial caste systems in New Mexico, with one 
document naming no fewer than 18 distinct racial categories used to define 
people in New Mexico in colonial times. Not only were people identified as 
“espanoles”, indios, negros (anglos weren’t even on the scene yet); people 
were identified as mestizos, castizos, mulatos, moriscos, albinos, torna 
atras, tente en el aire, cambujos, lobos, albarazados, barnocinos, 
sambaigos, chamisos, and coyotes.  
 
 

Moving to more recent times, 
 
 

Those of us who are adults can surely recall (and those of us who are 
growing up can surely describe) the elaborate caste and identity systems of 
our school days.   In my middle school there were the “formal” identifiers: 
special ed, regular ed, “enriched/accelerated/honors”, AP, Gifted; and there 
were the informal identifiers “schoolies”, “athletes”, “stoners”, etc.  My 6th 
grader Johanna is almost glad to be doing remote learning this year, if only 



to escape the Drama of the “DQ’s” (the so called “Drama Queens” of her 4th 
and 5th grade classes.)  
 
 

In this election year our political identifiers are more evident than ever...not 
simply democrat and republican, but “Bernie” democrats, and “Biden” 
democrats; not just republicans, but “MAGA republicans” and “Anti-Trump 
Republicans.” 
 
 

Even among Episcopalians you’ll find people who identify themselves or 
others, first and foremost, as: 

“High Church”, “Low Church”, “Broad Church”, Evangelical, Charismatic, 
Anglo-Catholic, Traditional, Inclusive, Progressive, and “Emerging”   
 
 

Sometimes our systems of identifying and grouping ourselves and others 
become so complicated that we attempt to simplify things with an alphabet 
soup of abbreviations: 

LGBTQ+ 

BIPOC 
 
 

Now don’t get me wrong.  I’m all for acknowledging the full, deep, rich, 
nuanced complexities of each human life and person and community.   
 
 

Just like I’m all for embracing the vast depth and breadth and diversity of 
who we experience Jesus to be: 

Son of Man 

Son of God 

Son of Mary 

Prophet 

Saviour 

Example 

Rabbi/Teacher 

Lord 

Master 

King 

Servant 

Friend 



 
 
 

Nevertheless, 
Just as Jesus pushes his disciples to answer the question: 

Who do you say that I am? 

In a personal and succinct way, 

And Jesus commends Peter’s answer: 

“You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God!” 
 
 

 I believe we have to start somewhere.  In our quest for identities, we need 
to find a starting place that is succinct, and personal, and true. We have to 
start with naming the foundational identity upon which we believe each 
human person’s individual complexity is built; we have to start with 
naming the fundamental identity within which we believe each human 
person’s individual diversity unfolds.   
 
 
 

When anyone asks, Who do you say that you are?   
What if we could answer, with utter conviction, without a moment’s 
hesitation or doubt, 
I am an Anointed One!  The Child of the Living God! 
 
 

When anyone asks, Who do you say that I am? 

What if we could answer, with utter conviction, without a moment’s 
hesitation or doubt, 
You are an Anointed One! The Child of the Living God! 
 
 

When anyone asks, Who do you say that that stranger is? That 
adversary? That friend? 

What if we could answer, with utter conviction, without a moment’s 
hesitation or doubt, 
They are an Anointed One. The Child of the Living God.   
 
 

What if we could answer, when asked:  
 
 
 



Who do you say that George Floyd is? What about Donald Trump? Or your 
annoying boss? 

He is an Anointed One. The Child of the Living God. 

 
 

Who do you say that Kamala Harris is? What about Candace Owens? Or 
that annoying kid? 

She is an Anointed One. The Child of the Living God.  
 
 

What if that were always our starting place??? 

It might not offer us the WHOLE picture, but it would be a pretty good 
place to start.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

In fact, today’s Gospel is one of the very few places in the Gospels where 
Peter appears to get something right! 
 
 

Jesus asks, Who do you say that I am? 

And without a moment's hesitation or doubt, Peter blurts out: 

You are the Messiah, the Son of the Living God. 
 
 

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it. 

What if the Rock on which Jesus promises to build his Church is not the 
Person of Peter, but rather Peter’s answer to the question? 

You are the Anointed One, the Child of the Living God. 
 
 

What if THAT is the rock on which Jesus will build his Church? 
 
 

The rock on which Jesus will build his Church is this insight, this belief, and 
this proclamation: 
 
 



 that whatever else he may be, Jesus is, first and foremost the Anointed 
One, the Child of the Living God. 
 
 

That whatever else he may be, the “New Adam”, the “True Human” is, first 
and foremost, an Anointed One, the child of the Living God. 

 
 

That whatever else they may be, every human person---your friends, your 
enemies, and you, yourself--is, first and foremost, an Anointed One, the 
child of the Living God.   
 
 

If we can choose to believe & confess this, 

 if we can orient our thoughts, and actions, and words 

Our church, our community, and our world accordingly 
 
 

Then we will have received the Keys to the Kingdom of God. 
 
 

Jesus said, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you lose on earth will be loosed in 
heaven.”  
You are the Anointed One.  The Child of the Living God. 

If we can choose to believe and confess this, 
 if we can orient our thoughts, and actions, and words 

Our church, our community, and our world accordingly 

 
 

Then we will indeed have received the power to bind the powers of sin and 
death that hurt and destroy the creatures of God, and we will have received 
the power to lose the powers of love and peace and health and flourishing 
that will transform the whole earth and ring out to eternity. 
 
 
 
 

That seems like a perfect place to end my sermon, but I can’t in good 
conscience sign off without addressing that pesky last line of today’s 
Gospel. 
 
 

Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 



This so called “Messianic Secret” is always cropping up at the strangest 
times in the Gospels, and we’re always left wondering what to do with it.   
 
 

Scholars often suggest that Jesus offers these “now don’t go tell anybody 
who I am or what I’m doing” warnings because the time isn’t right--either 
the crowds aren’t quite ready to hear it or Jesus isn’t quite ready to die.   
 
 

My colleague, the Rev. Kerri Meyer (song writer and farmer-priest in 
Hutchinson, Minnesota) suggests that, in the context of today’s Gospel, 
perhaps Jesus orders the disciples “not to tell anyone that he was the 
Messiah” because, after last week’s visit with the Syro-Phoeician woman, 
Jesus realizes this title is too narrowly “Jewish”, too exclusive and 
misunderstood to apply to the work God is calling him to do.   
 
 

In the context of today’s sermon, I’d like to suggest that perhaps Jesus 
orders his disciples “not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah” because, 
given where we find ourselves today, it’s not really the most important 
thing.  I’m guessing that most of the people around you don’t really care 
that much about who you say Jesus is.  But they care who you say that YOU 
are.  And they care who you say that THEY are.  So maybe, if we care about 
following Jesus, that’s where we need to start. 
 
 
 

When asked, Who do you say that you are? 

Our whole lives must answer:  
I am an Anointed One. The child of the Living God. 
 
 

When asked, Who do you say that I am? 

Our whole lives must answer:  
You are an Anointed One. The child of the Living God. 
 
 

When asked, Who do you say that they are? 

Our whole lives must answer: 

They are  Anointed Ones. Children of the Living God.  
 
 



Then hear the voice of Jesus say: On this rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it.  

 
 

Amen.  
 
 


