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The Impossible 
 
Note: this sermon was given at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Albuquerque, NM during the Sunday morning 
liturgy on August 9, 2020.  That evening, the sermon was repeated at the monthly LGBTQ+ liturgy for the 
Diocese of the Rio Grande.  Portions of the sermon in italics were used as examples during the evening 
LGBTQ+ liturgy. 
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
 
“You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
 
I’ll start this sermon with a statement of fact.  I believe Jesus performed miracles.  The gospel today is an 
example of such a miracle.  Jesus walks on water and makes it possible for his friend, Peter, to walk on water as 
well.  Jesus performed miracles. 
 
But I have to admit sometimes these miracle stories leave me feeling a little bit empty.  Sure, such examples 
illustrate to us the awesome power of the son of God.  But in a world that could certainly use a lot of miracles 
right about now, I’m not sure what message these passages are offering to me, today.  I need some 
PRACTICAL Good News.  I bet all of us are feeling totally helpless in our world full of racism, hatred, useless 
political leaders, and a deadly virus keeping us away from each other. 
 
Therefore, I often look to these stories about Jesus for a deeper, personal meaning.  What can we hear in today’s 
familiar story that brings us some Good News right here, today, in our confusing lives? 
 
What if the story of Jesus and Peter walking on the water went like this? 
 
Peter sees Jesus walking on the water.  He loves Jesus and is constantly amazed at the wonderful things he can 
do.  Jesus has healed sick people for crying out loud.  Just yesterday he fed 5,000 people with just two fish and 
five loaves of bread!  Jesus is able to do the impossible!  Peter wants to help.  Peter want to change the world 
just like Jesus- or at least help him do so. 
  
In his excitement of seeing Jesus (who, remember, is walking across the water) Peter asks if he can help Jesus in 
his mission to change the world.  “Can I join you?”  Peter asks. 
 
Jesus says “Come. Of course, you can join me.  I need people like you to help me.” 
 
So, Peter jumps in! With both feet!  Those beautiful feet of someone beginning Good News as we heard about 
in our second reading today.  And just like Jesus, Peter begins to walk on the water.  What Peter had moments 
ago thought was impossible, is now happening.  Peter thinks “I’m going to join Jesus.  I can to this.” 
 
But the winds and the waves scare Peter.  He loses his confidence.  He starts to sink.  Jesus pulls him up and 
says, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
 
I have always heard these words of Jesus as a reprimand, interpreted to mean “You didn’t have enough faith in 
God and therefore you started to sink.  You doubted God’s power.” 
 



 

 

But as I meditated and prayed on this scripture this past week, this is what I heard Jesus saying, “Peter, why did 
you have so little faith IN YOURSELF?  Peter, why did you doubt YOU COULD DO THIS?”  
 
What if we turn this amazing miracle story upside down and look at it as an invitation from Jesus to “Come.”   
Jesus says “Come.  Come help me change the world.  Come do something that moments ago you thought was 
impossible.” 
 
We are Peter.  Peter, likes us, wants to help Jesus change the world.  Peter sees Jesus do the impossible and 
wants to do the same; so do we.  Some of us even go so far as to jump in with both feet and attempt the 
impossible. 
 
But remember having faith in yourself or your cause, does not mean you won’t sometimes have some doubts or 
want to turn back.  Attempting the impossible will result in lots of winds and waves which might make us want 
to quit.  But as we heard in our first reading, God is not in the noise of the wind and the waves, but in the 
silence of confidence.  So have faith in yourself.  Do not doubt your abilities. 
 
And know that Jesus – God - is with you.  Just like Jesus took Peter’s hand. 
 
Remember in our Baptismal Vows we make several promises: to persevere in resisting evil, to proclaim the 
Good News of Jesus Christ, to seek and serve Christ in all persons, to love our neighbors as ourselves, and to 
respect the dignity of every human being.  We affirm our commitment to these promises with the words, “I will 
with God’s help.” 
 
We are not alone in our call to do the impossible. We can have faith in ourselves and not doubt that we can 
achieve the impossible…. with God’s help. 
 
People are called to do impossible things every single day. 
 
Congress-person John Lewis did what seemed impossible. 

• At 23, he was the youngest person to speak at the March on Washington in 1963. 

• On Sunday, March 7, 1965, he was one of the leaders of people marching from Selma, Alabama to 
Montgomery across the William Pettis bridge to demand civil rights.  He was severely beaten and 
retained physical scars for the rest of his life.  A week later he returned to the bridge with his friends and 
they were allowed to make that march. 

• In 1986 John Lewis was elected to Congress and served 17 terms. 

• He never stopped fighting for civil rights for people of color in our country. 
John Lewis accomplished the impossible and helped changed the world. 
 
Harriet Tubman did what was truly impossible: 

• Born into slavery, Harriet escaped and headed north all by herself at the age of 27. 

• Harriet joined the Underground Railroad.  She ran 13 rescue missions to southern states, helping more 
than 70 enslaved people escape to freedom. 

• During the Civil War, Harriet became the first woman to lead  an armed military operation in the United 
States. 

• In the words of one of our high school students during youth group, Harriet was “unstoppable.” 
Harriet Tubman did the impossible and helped change the world. 
 
Alexander Flemming accidentally discovered the impossible: 

• A Scottish physician and medical researcher, Flemming studied bacteria. 

• In 1928, Flemming returned to his lab and discovered a mold growing in one of his experiments.  The 
bacteria around the mold was destroyed. 



 

 

• Flemming’s discovery and development of penicillin changed the course of medical history and our 
treatment of numerous diseases. 

Alexander Flemming worked diligently in his profession and the impossible came to him and it changed the 
world. 
 
Jamario Howard did what many of us imagine is impossible: 

• Last year Jamario, 25, was having dinner with two friends at a barbeque restaurant in Oxford, Alabama.  
Jamario and his friends are black. 

• Jamario noticed an elderly white woman eating alone at another table.  He walked over and asked if she 
would like company during her dinner. 

• Eleanor, an 80-year-old widow, accepted the gracious invitation and the four one-time strangers now 
have dinner together every week. 

Jamario Howard and his friends did something simple that many of us find impossible and it changed Eleanor’s 
world. 
 
Lorena Borjas did what seemed impossible. (Lorena’s example was used in both sermons.) 

• Knowing her transgender identity, Lorena ran away from her home in Veracruz, Mexico at 17.  

• She lived on the streets of Mexico City for 2 years and then crossed the border to the United Sates in 
1982, not knowing the English language. 

• She moved to New York City and earned her GED. 

• Lorena was a Latina woman who fought for the rights of the LGBTQ+ community in New York City – 
especially Latina/Latino transgender people and sex workers.  She was called the mother of the 
Transgender Latinx Community. 

• Although never affiliated with any organization, her work has inspired numerous non-profit 
organizations which help members of the LGBTQ+ community who immigrate from other countries. 

Lorena Borjas did the impossible and helped changed the world. 
 
Louie Crew started what seemed impossible: 

• Born in Alabama in 1936, Louie saw how homosexuals, like him, were treated with contempt and 
disrespect by both society and his beloved Episcopal Church. 

• Louie fought tirelessly for acceptance of the LGBTQ+ community in all churches. 

• In 1974 Louie founded Integrity – a grassroots organization giving voice to the LGBTQ+ Community in 
the Episcopal church for full inclusion in all rites and liturgies. 

• He was a member of the Episcopal Church’s executive council from 2000 – 2006. 
Louie Crew worked toward the impossible and helped change the world. 
 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot accomplished the impossible. 

• Without any experience in elected office, Lori swept all 50 of Chicago’s 50 wards to become the first 
openly lesbian African-America to be elected mayor of a major city in the United States. 

• Her leadership during the COVID pandemic has been admired and copied by other leaders. 
Lori Lightfoot did the impossible and changed the fabric of our country. 
 
Barbara Gittings moved forward with the impossible. 

• Born in Austria in 1932, Barbara came out as lesbian and moved to Philadelphia when she was 18. 

• For protection, she would dress in male drag and hitchhike to New York City every weekend to meet 
friends and volunteer. 

• Barbara led the New York branch of the Daughters of Bilitis (the first lesbian civil rights organization in 
the United States) through the 1950’s. 

• In the 1970’s she was a prominent member of the American Psychiatric Association’s fight to removed 
homosexuality from the list of psychiatric disorders. 



 

 

Barbara Gittings took on the impossible and changed the world. 
 
Ruth Coker Burks did what she was told was impossible: 

• In 1984, Ruth visited a friend in the hospital.  She noticed a patient door blocked off with red tape.  She 
was told the person in the room was dying of AIDS and nurses would not tend to him.  Ruth entered the 
room and sat with the abandoned young man until he died – 13 hours later. 

• Ruth took it as a mission to care for AIDS patients who had been left behind by family and friends.  
Through the years she has assisted more than 1,000 people suffering from the disease. 

• At her own expense, Ruth has buried over 40 of those who died in a family cemetery she inherited from 
her mother in Hot Spring, Arkansas. 

• Because of her work, Ruth and her daughter were ostracized in their hometown in Arkansas. 

• During the Clinton administration Ruth was a White House consultant for AIDS education. 
Ruth Coker Burks did what many people thought impossible and changed the world for countless people 
suffering from a deadly disease. 
 
What impossible things are you called to do…with God’s help? 
 
Are you called to repair a broken relationship in your life?  Maybe reach out and make the first move with a 
phone call or text message? 
 
Are you called to extricate yourself from a toxic relationship – either personally or professionally? 
 
Are you called to help with providing food to people who are hungry?  To volunteer by procuring, packaging, 
or delivering food where it needs to go? 
 
Are you called to do the hard work of discovering what part you play in the systemic racism of our country?  Do 
you need to read a book?  Volunteer and advocate for the right of people of color?  Speak out against racism 
when you encounter it? Are you called to change your mind and change the world? 
 
Are you called to reach out to people who, during this time of isolation, are lonely, depressed, and seeking 
human connection?   
 
Are you called to change the political landscape of our nation?  Can you get people to vote?  Work for a 
candidate’s campaign?  Run for office yourself? 
 
Are you called to challenge the world’s response to climate change, animal cruelty, over-population, safe 
drinking water for everyone, human trafficking, affordable health care for all people? 
 
Are you called to further live your authentic life, or help someone else lead theirs? 
 
Are you called to help assure every member of the LGBTQ+ community is safe?  Has equal rights? Has their 
voice heard? 
 
Are you called to help someone who is just starting their own queer journey? 
 
The answer is “Yes.”  You are called to do something that moments ago you thought was impossible.  It might 
be big.  It might be small.  It is likely a medium-sized impossible thing.  Whatever it is, you can do it - with 
God’s help. 
 
Remember the words Jesus said to Peter: “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” 
 



 

 

“Why do you have so little faith IN YOURSELF?  Why do you doubt YOU CAN DO THIS?” 
 
You’ve got this.  Now go do something that moments ago you thought was impossible. 
 
And come to think of it, that would be a miracle. 
 


