
 

 

Sermon 
Rev. David Martin, Deacon 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Albuquerque, NM 
Sunday, November 1, 2020 
All Saints Day, Matthew 5:1-12 
Go Big.  Don’t Go Home. 
 
“For the saints of God are just folk like me and I mean to be one to.” 
 
Today we celebrate All Saints Day.  On this holy day most every year we ask the young people in 
Children’s Chapel if they know what a saint is.  The most common answer is “they’re dead.”  We then talk 
about OTHER qualities of saints – kindness, generosity, courage, a love of God – and discuss about how 
living people can share those qualities.  You see, one of the reasons we celebrate and study the lives of the 
saints is for examples of how WE can live more Godly lives. 
 
When she was asked what makes a saint, Episcopal priest, author, and theologian Barbara Brown Taylor 
responded: 
“Extravagance 
Excessive love 
Flagrant mercy 
Radical affection 
Exorbitant charity 
Immoderate faith 
Intemperate hope 
Inordinate love” 
 
These qualities of love, mercy, affection, charity, faith, and hope are not only the characteristics of the 
saints, but they are also exactly what Jesus is talking about in today’s Gospel.  We heard Matthew’s 
account of the very beginning of The Sermon on the Mount.  These “blessings” are called The Beatitudes.  
The word “beatitude” means “supreme blessedness.”   
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit – the broken and uncertain.  This flies in the face of how our world actually 
works.  Jesus does not offer blessings to those who are self-assured know-it-alls who think they’ve got 
their act together and pretend to be more than they are. 
 
Blessed are those who mourn – those who have known hard times and suffered unimaginable loss yet 
managed to pull through.  There is no mention of those who live on easy street, have had numerous lucky 
breaks, and are privileged without realizing it. 
 
Blessed are the meek – the humble and those who know they still have much to learn.  Not the braggarts 
and those who draw attention to themselves with false promises and overblown egos. 
 
Blessed are those who seek righteousness – those who see a need beyond their own desires and then do 
something about it.  Jesus does not bring up those who are selfish and are only interested in what they 
can get out a situation. 
 
Blessed are the merciful – those who do their best to help others in need.  The “me-first” attitude of our 
world isn’t a part of that. And those who turn their backs when asked to give some help are left empty 
handed. 



 

 

 
Blessed are the pure in heart – those who go out of their way to show kindness to others.  Jesus leaves out 
those full of resentment……those seeking revenge and holding grudges.  They do not receive a blessing. 
 
Blessed are the peacemakers – those who work toward non-violent and equitable solutions to problems 
in the world – both big and small.   Blessings are apparently withheld from people who take what they 
want by force and cause divisions between people and set some apart as “others.” 
 
Blessed are those persecuted for righteousness sake – those who don’t take the easy road and don’t do 
something because of public opinion even when it makes them unpopular.  It seems Jesus has nothing to 
give the lemmings who follow the current trend, who keep quiet for fear of being singled out.  Those who 
are content to fly under the radar. 
 
(pause) 
 
These “supreme blessings” turn everything we know upside down.  Our world teaches us to trample over 
the poor, the meek, the kind-hearted, those who show mercy.  We are the ones who persecute others, we 
don’t bless them!  It’s survival of the fittest.  We all know that.  Jesus is telling us - showing us - a new way 
to live.  In God’s kingdom, things are much different than the way we see our world working. 
 
We look to the saints to guide us how live to more Godly lives.  We look to the saints as an example of 
how to lead our world to these supreme blessings.  Barbara Brown Taylor suggested the saints would 
exhibit love, mercy, affection, charity, faith, and hope. 
 
 
But if we are going to turn the world upside down….if we are going to change the status quo….if we are 
going to take on the people who hold the power – those power brokers who would like to keep “those 
other people” from the table….we are going to need something extra.  To make these “supreme blessings” 
a reality we will need more than simple love, mercy, affection, charity, faith, and hope.  In the words of 
Rev. Taylor, we will need: 
 
“Extravagance 
Excessive love 
Flagrant mercy 
Radical affection 
Exorbitant charity 
Immoderate faith 
Intemperate hope 
Inordinate love” 
 
Amp it up!  Make is extra!  Go Big!  Don’t go home.  It’s going to take all we’ve got….and then some…to 
change the way the world works. 
 
Later in this same chapter of Matthew, still preaching the Sermon of the Mount, Jesus gives us further 
ideas on how to go big. 
 
If you are slapped on the cheek, don’t retaliate, but offer your other cheek as well.  If someone sues you, 
give them more than they ask for - both your coat AND your cloak.  If you are asked to do something 



 

 

difficult (walk a mile) do even more than you are asked – walk even further.  Do not refuse anyone who 
asks you for something.  Love your enemies! 
 
These are all wild and out-of-the-box concepts.  They are extravagant!  They are excessive!  They are 
radical! 
 
Jesus calls us to go further than we think we can.  He asks us to reach past what we think is within our 
grasp.  Go out on a limb.  Think outside the box!  Jesus tells us to stand against what the world honors and 
be there for the people who our society ignores – even ridicules. 
 
When you see someone in need… 
When you are asked to help in some way, go beyond your comfort zone and give more than you think you 
can.  Jesus calls us to do so.  And the saints will be so proud. 
 
Dream big!  Go big! 
 
Offer:  
“Extravagance 
Excessive love 
Flagrant mercy 
Radical affection 
Exorbitant charity 
Immoderate faith 
Intemperate hope 
Inordinate love” 
 
For the saints of God are just folk like us…… and we’re going to be one, too.” 


