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Isaiah 6:1-8  
Here I Am.  Send Me. 
 
Here I am.  Send me. 
 
Here I am.  Send me. 
 
Here I am.  Send me. 
 
You know, sometimes, the readings selected for a Sunday just preach themselves.  In my opinion, 
today’s reading from Isaiah does just that. 
 
In today’s Old Testament Lesson, scholars believe Isaiah is in the Temple in Jerusalem about 750 
years before the birth of Christ.  While worshipping and praying, Isaiah has an amazing vision of 
God sitting on a throne.  God is surround by celestial beings of the highest order – seraphs or 
angels each having six wings.  These seraphs sing about the mighty power of God.  The throne 
shakes and the room fills with smoke.  Isaiah is stunned and cries out that he is not worthy to 
behold the awesome power of God. 
  
One of those seraphs then takes a burning hot coal from the altar and places it on Isaiah’s lips.  
Instead of burning him, the coal ignites his passion and the seraph tells Isaiah he is now cleansed 
of all his sins.  He is indeed worthy. 
 
Then God asks a question.  “Whom shall I send?  Who will go out into the world and tell everyone 
about God’s mighty power?  Who will do this for us?” 
 
And Isaiah responds, “Here I am.  Send me.” 
 
Isaiah says, “I’ll do it.” 
 
And that, my friends, is our lesson for today.  God asks us to bring God’s kingdom to earth.  We are 
called to love our neighbor as ourselves.  We are called to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, 
tend the sick, visit the dying, protect the innocent, welcome the stranger and little children…. the 
list goes on and on.  With Isaiah as an example, we reply “Here I am.  Send me.  I’ll do it!  Send me!” 
 
 
Then why are there so many people who are alone in this world with no one to advocate for them?  
Why are there people who are hungry?  Why are there people with no place to live? Why are so 
many people sick or dying with no one visiting them?  Why are innocent people murdered and 
shot dead in their work place with alarming frequency?  Why are people – especially women and 
children – abused emotionally and physically?  Why are teenagers bullied?  Why are immigrants 



 

 

shunned and told to “go back where you came from” instead of welcomed and assisted? How can 
we let these things happen? 
 
Why?  When Isaiah gave us a perfect example of saying “I’ll do it!  Here I am! Send me!” 
 
Why? 
 
A society which can develop, test, and distribute a vaccine for the COVID virus in less than a year 
can certainly figure out a way to ease all the problems we face as a world. 
 
So, why don’t we?  Why does it seem the response instead of “Here I am.  Send me.”  is more like 
“Don’t look over here.  Avoid eye contact.  I’m busy.  I can’t go anywhere.” 
 
Why? 
 
(pause) 
 
First, there’s those burning coals which the seraph places on Isaiah’s lips.  That sounds horrifying.  
But instead of burning his lips, Isaiah found it oddly freeing.  I believe the burning coals in our 
lives are the seemingly insurmountable problems this world faces.  They are scary.  They might 
harm us.  We can’t take on burning coals!  And even if we could, there are so many of them where 
would be even begin to try and extinguish them? 
 
But you don’t have to deal with all those burning coals at the same time.  Pick one burning coal – 
and a small one at that – and see what you can do about it.   
 
Isaiah thought he wasn’t worthy to be God’s helper.  We are all worthy.  This is Trinity Sunday – 
the day of the year we set aside to celebrate the multi-natures of God. 
 
God the Creator:  God created us to take bring God’s kingdom here to earth.  That’s what we’re 
here for. 
 
God the Redeemer:  Jesus came to earth and died for our sins.  Jesus was one of us – a human – so 
that we might be freed from sin and death.  Jesus set an example for us to follow. 
 
A few years ago, I was involved with a parish who, on Good Friday, held an outdoor liturgy of the 
Stations of the Cross.  The stations were positioned around their rather large property.  A wooden 
cross was carried by different volunteers from one station to the next.  I was surprised how few 
people actually wanted to be the person carrying that cross.  When I mentioned this, one person 
spoke up: “I’m not worthy to carry the cross for Jesus/” 
 
Say what?  That was entire point of the crucifixion!  Jesus died to make us worthy. 
 
People were asked to carry the cross for Jesus – and only a few replied “Here I am.  Send me….to 
carry your cross.” 
 



 

 

So don’t think we can’t bring God’s kingdom here to earth.  That is nonsense.  Yes, we can!  We 
were created to do so.  We were redeemed to do so.  We are sustained to do so. 
 
God the Sustainer:  When you feel you can’t do something or you just can’t do another thing or you 
feel like you have failed, God is with us to deliver peace, courage, strength, and patience to get the 
job started, or keep the job going – and hopefully get the job done. 
 
And God sustains us by giving us each other – this community.  We are here to help one another 
speak up and say “Here I am.  Send me.”  And then to support each other once we’ve made that 
statement. 
 
A friend of St. Mark’s who has moved to another city once told me they often didn’t feel like 
coming to church.  And sometimes, when they did make it to church, they didn’t really feel like 
singing the hymns or chanting the psalm or praying the prayers.  But this person felt drawn to 
come and participate fully anyway because…. 
 
Even if they weren’t feeling the hymns or the psalm or the prayers, they were certain someone 
else around them needed to hear them.  They realized it wasn’t just about them.  It was about the 
community. 
 
That is a beautiful example of being called and the reply was “Here I am.  Send me….to church….to 
pray….to sing….to be in community.” 
 
Speaking up.  Saying “Here I am.  Send me” can be as big, dramatic, and life changing as joining the 
Peace Corps – moving to Africa to help dig wells and irrigate crops. 
 
Speaking up.  Saying “Here I am.  Send me” also be agreeing to give someone who lives alone a 
weekly phone call to just chat and check up on them. 
 
Helping bring the kingdom of God here to earth requires discernment on our parts.  Very few of us 
are called to be a Mother Teresa.  But many of us are called to help feed people who are hungry.   
 
Few of us are called to be prophetic voices like Martin Luther King, Jr.  But many of us are called to 
contact our elected officials to let them know what we believe is right…. or wrong. 
 
Few us of are called to go out at night and hand out blankets to people sleeping on the streets.  But 
many of us can collect those blankets and support the people who are called to distribute them. 
 
It takes all voices.  It takes all talents.  It takes all kinds of people to spread the Good News of 
salvation and bring the kingdom of God to fruition here on earth.  But each of those different 
voices must say the same thing.  “Here I am.  Send me.” 
 
We must each discern the ministry – the task – to which we will respond. 
 
We have a parishioner who would like to start a birthday ministry.  They have offered to write 
thoughtful, hand-written, paper, snail-mail birthday cards to everyone at St. Mark’s.  But they can’t 



 

 

do that alone.  It will take a few more people to help compile birthdates, secure birthday cards, 
find funds to purchase postage stamps, and physically take them to a mailbox. 
 
If you feel you might be able to help with this new ministry, talk to me after church.  You can just 
say “Here I am.” 
 
 
 
The thing I discovered this week while preparing this sermon is that this response can be spoken 
in so many ways. 
 
It can be a simple offering.  Here I am.  Send me. 
 
It can be a battle cry:  Here I am.  Send me. 
 
It can be a heartfelt prayer:  Here I am.  Send me. 
 
As you are comfortable, I invite you to respond to God’s call together. 
 
Here I am.  Send me. 
 
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


