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More Like Mary 
 
This morning, the Gospel is included as part of our sermon.  I invite you to listen intently. 
 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ, according to Luke. 
Response: Glory to you, O Christ 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin 
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

And Gabriel came to Mary and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”  But she was much 
perplexed by the angel’s words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 

The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 
who was said to be barren.  For nothing will be impossible with God.” 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then 
the angel departed from her. 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 
child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  And why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 



 

 

 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

And Mary remained with Elizabeth about three months and then returned to her home. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Response: Praise to you, o Christ 
 
Mary!  Oh, Mary!  You are too wonderful for words.  Every time I hear the story of the Annunciation of 
Jesus’ birth and ponder Mary’s response, I am filled with such joy. such wonder, such amazement. 
 
This young woman - by most all accounts just a teenager, maybe even as young as 13 or 14 - handled an 
incredibly strange and difficult situation with such grace and composure.  It’s just so incredible. 
 
This story inspires me.  And I wish that I had even a small fraction of the dignity and poise Mary showed 
when she learned she would give birth to the Savior of the world. 
 
I wish I could be more like Mary.  I’ll bet most of us wish we could be more like Mary. 
 
What would that look like?  What would it take for us to be more like Mary? 
 
Well, to start off, we’d have to “Say Yes.” 
 
Mary said “yes” when Gabriel told her the unbelieve request God had for her.  She first had to clear up 
that small logistical issue of being a virgin, but she never asked for time to think about it or hesitated in 
her commitment.  Gabriel didn’t need to convince Mary to go along with the plan.  An angel came to Mary 
with a call from God and Mary said “yes.” 
 
What is God asking of you?  What are you called to do? Are you, like Mary, ready, willing and able to say 
“yes?” 



 

 

 
I suspect God sends messengers to us all the time with requests.  These messenger angels, if you will, 
don’t look like Gabriel or angels we imagine in the Bible with wings and flowing garments and halos.  
They are our neighbor who needs some help after their spouse died.  They are our co-worker struggling 
to keep up during the busy season.  They are the stranger on the street asking for some spare change.  
They are the chair of a non-profit asking you to take a seat on the board of directors. 
 
And just like angels in the Bible, these messengers should probably start their conversations with “Fear 
not” or “Don’t be afraid.”  Because when God calls us - when God asks us to do something - our first 
reaction is fear. 
 
It’s too much 
I can’t do that. 
I’m too busy. 
Get someone else. 
 
Think about it.  Who has come to you with an invitation lately?  Did you say “yes”?  Are you going to say 
“yes”? 
 
Be like Mary.  Say yes. 
 
To be more like Mary we should “Be Humble.” 
 
When she discovered she was to bring the Messiah into the world, Mary didn’t think she was special and 
get a big head, nor did she blush and turn away and say she wasn’t good enough for the task at hand.  
Mary simply accepted her responsibility and went about getting the job done. 
 
Being humble and having humility means that you understand what you have been asked to do and you 
do your best to accomplish that task without drawing attention to yourself in a positive or negative way.  
You are no better than anyone else.  Others have been called to help God in other ways.  Use your talents 
with humility and then humbly help others use their own talents. 
 
Be like Mary.  Be humble. 
 
Mary set an example for us to “Share Our Joy.” 
 
Mary was so excited about her great news, and to hear her cousin, Elizabeth, was pregnant as well, she 
rushed to visit her so they could celebrate together. 
 
We forget that being a part of a community, a Christian community, a biological family, a chosen family, 
means sharing with each other.  Sharing our joy is part of our humanity.  God does not want us to hide 
any part of ourselves.  Mary understood that. 
 
Share your joy just as Mary did.  And by the same token, we are also encouraged to share our pain.  About 
33 years later Mary experienced incredible grief as her child - the Son of God - was put to death.  She 
shared that anguish with her friends.  Do not be afraid to share your sorrow with others.  God gave us 
community and family to help and support one another.   
 
Be like Mary.  Share your joy.  Share your sorrow. 



 

 

 
To be more like Mary we need to “know the world can change and know nothing is impossible with 
God.: 
 
The song which Mary sang when she visited Elizabeth, the Magnificat, is a celebration of the new order 
Jesus will bring into the world.  Those with nothing will be given plenty.  Those who horde and fail to help 
those with little will end up with nothing.  The world will turn upside down and favor the lowly. 
 
Mary believes this change is going to come because Gabriel told her “nothing will be impossible for God.”. 
 
We must also expect that change even though it can be discouraging to wait for the world to change as we 
believe God has planned.  But Mary saw her son put to death!  Mary saw her son, who she knew was going 
to change the world, crucified for trying to change it.  But she still knew that change was going to come. 
 
I suspect that most of us “believe” nothing is impossible for God, but in our lives, we don’t always see the 
evidence we demand in order to back it up. 
 
We don’t always see justice being served. 
We don’t always see someone sick being healed. 
Why do people hate others different from themselves? 
We wonder why people are homeless, or hungry. 
We wonder why the rich get richer as the poor get poorer. 
 
What about Mary’s song of justice?  What about that change in the world? 
 
First, we must understand that God’s time is not the same as our time. 
And second, I think we need to be more like Mary.  She was called to help God change the world.   We are 
called to do the same. 
 
Difficult?  Of course it is.  Look what Mary was asked to do.  Impossible?  I don’t think so.  Look what Mary 
DID. 
 
Be like Mary.  Know that the world will change and be certain nothing is impossible for God. 
 
Everything can fall into place if we can work towards being more like Mary. 
Put it all together. 
 
Say yes. 
Be humble 
Share joy. 
Expect the world to change. 
Know that nothing is impossible with God. 
 
In this season of Advent as we anticipate the coming of Jesus, and in the season of Christmastide which 
will begin this Friday when we will celebrate the birth of the Christ child as we face a new calendar year 
when it is traditional to make changes in our lives, let us resolve that we will be more like Mary. 
 
Let us pray: 



 

 

Gracious God, you looked with favor on your beautiful servant, Mary.  We pray you will give us the 
strength and courage to be more like her as we listen to your call to us.  Help us to say yes, to be 
humble, to share joy, to expect the world to change as it is in heaven, and to proclaim with our lips 
and in our lives that nothing is impossible with you.  We praise your name, Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sustainer. 

Amen 
 
I acknowledge the inspiration received for this sermon from the website/blog “Blessed Is She.” 


