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Jeremiah 27: The Sign of the Yoke

In the beginning of the reign of 
King Zedekiah son of Josiah of 
Judah, this word came to 
Jeremiah from the Lord. Thus 
the Lord said to me: Make 
yourself a yoke of straps 
and bars, and put them on 
your neck. …

Thus says the Lord of hosts, 
the God of Israel: ….if any 
nation or kingdom will not 
serve this king, 
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, 
and put its neck under the 
yoke of the king of 
Babylon, then I will punish 
that nation with the sword, 
with famine, and with 
pestilence…



Jeremiah 28: Jeremiah vs. Hananiah

Part 1:
Hananiah tells the people what they want to hear

 Hananiah says:  ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: I have broken the yoke 
of the king of Babylon. Within two years I will bring back to this place ... all the 
exiles from Judah who went to Babylon, says the Lord, for I will break the yoke of the 
king of Babylon.’



Jeremiah 28: Jeremiah vs. Hananiah
Part 2 (Today’s Reading): Jeremiah’s Rebuttal

Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests 
and all the people who were standing in the house of the Lord; and the prophet Jeremiah 
said, ‘Amen! May the Lord do so; may the Lord fulfil the words that you have 
prophesied, and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the 
Lord, and all the exiles. But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in 
the hearing of all the people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times 
prophesied war, famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As 
for the prophet who prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it 
will be known that the Lord has truly sent the prophet.’



Jeremiah 28: Jeremiah vs. Hananiah
Part 3: Hananiah throws a fit, then dies

Then the prophet Hananiah took the yoke from the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, 
and broke it….At this, the prophet Jeremiah went his way.

Some time after the prophet Hananiah had broken the yoke from the neck of the prophet 
Jeremiah, the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah: Go, tell Hananiah, Thus says the Lord: You 
have broken wooden bars only to forge iron bars in place of them! 

And the prophet Jeremiah said, ‘Listen, Hananiah, the Lord has not sent you, and you made this 
people trust in a lie. .. Within this year you will be dead, because you have spoken rebellion 
against the Lord.’ In that same year, in the seventh month, the prophet Hananiah died.



Jeremiah 29: Good News and Bad News

Restoration? Yes!

Really Soon?  No!



In the “Exilic Period”...



Which yoke will we choose? 



Where’s the Good News?

After the devastation there WILL be

 restoration  

After the exile there WILL be  

homecoming



In the time of exile…

How do we persevere?  

How do we preserve hope?  

How do we GROW AND FLOURISH?



In exile, acknowledge the grief 



In exile, acknowledge the grief 

DENIAL………………………..ANGER……………..BARGAINING...



The Stations of Grief That We Visit 
(by Elisabeth Kübler-Ross)



I sat with my anger long enough, until 
she told me her real name was grief.



I sat with my anger long enough, until 
she told me her real name was grief.





Self care basics

S.E.A.M. 
Stitch up the Broken Seam of Grief 
(by Phyllis Kosminsky, Ph.D)

S: Self-Regulate
E: Eat (& Sleep) - basic care of physical 
body
A: Action
M: Monitor Self-Talk











I sat with my anger long enough, until 
she told me her real name was grief.



Learn to “make a home” in exile

 Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 

Build houses and live in them; 

plant gardens and eat what they produce. 

Take wives and have sons and daughters...

multiply there, and do not decrease.



In exile, seek the welfare of others 
in service & prayer

But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, 

and pray to the Lord on its behalf, 

for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 

For thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Do not let the prophets and the diviners who are 
among you deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams that they dream, for it is a lie that they are 
prophesying to you in my name; I did not send them, says the Lord.



In exile, 
remember God’s Promise...

...when Babylon’s seventy years are 
completed will I visit you, and I will 
fulfil to you my promise and bring 
you back to this place. For surely I 
know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and 
not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope. Then when you call upon me 
and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 
When you search for me, you will find me; 
if you seek me with all your heart, I will 
let you find me, says the Lord, and I will 
restore your fortunes and gather 
you from all the nations and all the 
places where I have driven you, says 
the Lord, and I will bring you back to the 
place from which I sent you into exile.


