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Jesus says: “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God 
the things that are God’s.” 
 
In these days leading up to The General Election, many people--not only Americans, but 
folks all over the world--are feeling anxious.  So, at the risk of stating the obvious, I’d like to 
remind us all of this important truth: 
 
No Leader--No President, No Senator, No Judge has the power to “Make America…” 
anything. 
 
Even if we were to wake up on Nov. 4th to find our White House and Legislatures and 
Courts suddenly packed with our allies and “first choice” leaders, our country would not be 
magically transformed into a community that reflects the Dream of God. 
 
And even if we were to wake up on Nov. 4th to find our White House and Legislatures and 
Courts suddenly packed with our adversaries and “last choice” leaders, they could not take 
away our own power to continue acting to shape our communities and country and world 
into places that DO reflect the Dream of God.   
 
Sure, our Leaders can certainly make it easier or more difficult for us to create the kind of 
communities we want to live in, the kind of world we want to inhabit… 
 
So, who we choose to lead and govern us absolutely does matter?  Your letters matter.  Your 
voice matters. Your vote matters.   
 
Government leaders do have power, to be sure.   
But no human, no political party, no government, no philosophy, no earthly leader has the 
power to save us…. OR to damn us, for that matter.  
 
Jesus says: “Give to the government the things that are the government’s…. 
And to God the things that are God’s….” 
 
In the midst of so much turmoil and suffering and anxiety--in our country and around the 
world--  
 
It is imperative that we 
Remember who ACTUALLY holds our life in the palm of their hand. 
It is crucial that we 
Remember the REAL source of our freedom AND the real source of our power...  



 
Above all, it is essential that we remember that whoever may sit in positions of power, 
WE still have the power to create the community we hope for in each present moment… 
We have the power to 
Create the country we hope for… 
Create the planet we hope for… 
Create the church we hope for… 
Each day and each moment,  
With each action and interaction, 
We have the power to 
bring into the present the future we long for,  
to embody God’s Dream,  
In ways large AND small 
Here and now. 
 
As scripture reminds us time and again, the Kingdom of God is always both “now and not 
yet”...the Kingdom of God is always both “hidden” and in “plain sight”...the Kingdom of God 
is always both “already among us” and “on its way.”  
 

Favorite Book: "Community: The Structure of Belonging" by Peter Block 
 
 

 
 

  
In light of today’s Gospel, and in light of anxiety about the future of our country (not to 
mention our planet), I’d like to share with you several quotes from the book that I find 
incredibly important.   
  
[I invite you to notice that, while in the following passages, the author uses the word 
“citizen” because he is primarily discussing the identity of readers as members of civic 
communities, if we replace the word “citizen” with the word “member” these principles 
apply equally well to our identity as members of the church community.]  So, listen 
carefully, and consider both readings.  Block writes: 
  

 "The primary questions for community transformation are "How do we choose to be 
together?" and "What do we want to create together?" (p. 75) 

 "Citizens become powerful when [we] choose to ... hold ourselves accountable for 
the well-being of the larger community and to choose to own and exercise power 
rather than defer or delegate it to others."  (p. 55) 

 "...a citizen is one who is willing to be accountable for and committed to the well-
being of the whole...A citizen is one who produces the future, someone who does not 
wait, beg, or dream for the future.  The antithesis of being a citizen is the choice to 



be a consumer or a client...consumers give power away.  They believe that their own 
needs can be best satisfied by the action of others--whether those other are elected 
officials, top management, social service providers, or the shopping mall” (p. 63) 

"A Citizen is one who is willing to do the following: 

 -Hold oneself accountable for the well-being of the larger collective of which we are 
a part. 

 - Choose to own and exercise power rather than defer or delegate it to others 
 -Acknowledge that community grows out of the possibility of citizens.  Community 

is built not be specialized expertise, or great leadership, it is built by great citizens. 
 -Attend to the gifts and capacities of all others, and act to bring the gifts of those on 

the margin into the center (p. 65) 

  
 
In today’s gospel, Jesus says to those who question him: 
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s” 
 
So, by all means, 
Give to the president what is the president’s 
Give to the legislators what is the legislators’ 
Give to the courts what is the courts’ 
 
But even more importantly, Give Yourself wholeheartedly to the ongoing work of creating 
the country, the church, the world, the future you hope for each day.  
 
Now before I conclude I want to insert one quick word of warning: 
Remember that no government has the power to Save the World. 
But also remember neither do you. 
 
So, when you give all you have and find that you still can’t save the world, do not despair. 
 
As Mother Teresa reminds us, as followers of Jesus “We are called by faith, not by 
results.” 
 
So, say your prayers, and cast your vote, and give your gifts, and do your work.  And don’t 
give up.  But don’t burn out.   
Because this work is the work of your entire life.    
 
And this is our life’s work, as Followers of Jesus and Children of God: to heed the call of the 
One who is the TRUE Savior of the World:  
with each day, each thought, each action, each breath 
 
“Give to the emperor what belongs to the emperor,” AND 
“Give to God what belongs to God…” 
 



Which, at the end of the day, is everyone and everything.   
 
As we read in the Psalms: The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and 
they that dwell therein (Psalm 24:1) 
 
So, when you feel overwhelmed and exhausted and you want to give up,  
You go right on ahead. 
Just be sure that when you give up, you give it all up to God. 
 
Give 
Your heart, your mind, your strength 
Your needs and your abundance 
Your gifts and your limitations 
 
Give 
Your hopes and your fury and your fears 
Your labor and your rest 
Your friends, your neighbors, your enemies 
 
Give 
Your whole self 
Your whole life 
Our whole world. 
 
To the One God who IS Love. 
To the One God who Creates, and Saves, and Empowers us ALL.  
 
Amen.  
 


