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2 Corinthians 6:1-13 
“Now” 
 
Now is the acceptable time! 
Now is the day of salvation! 
 
I love today’s reading from Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.  I love it because it is so in the 
moment.  Paul usually writes comforting words…and advice.  But there is an immediacy in this 
letter that speaks to us today. 
 
Now is the acceptable time! 
Now! 
 
Paul is writing to the new church in Corinth about 2,000 years ago.  The fledging church there was 
having a hard time.  Christianity was new.  At that time, being a Christian could be dangerous.  The 
authorities are not happy with the followers of Jesus.  They are disruptive.  They are radicals.  
They are breaking the rules. 
 
That sounded familiar to me and I had an idea.  What if we listen to this portion of Paul’s letter as if 
he’s writing to us, here at St. Mark’s today.  Let’s consider it Paul’s first letter to the Buerqueños.  
The first of what I hope would be many letters to the Buerqueños.   
 
We may not have the same problems being church as the Corinthians did, but we’ve got plenty of 
obstacles in our way to being the best we can at building God’s kingdom here on earth. 
 
Paul’s doing his best in this letter to help us out.  Giving advice.  Encouraging us.  Helping us along 
the way. 
 
But eventually, Paul needs to hand us some tough love. 
 
Now is the acceptable time. 
 
Now. 
 
Paul starts the portion of the letter by telling us not to accept God’s grace in vain.  He means the 
grace is God an amazing gift.  Don’t take it for granted.  Don’t put it off.  Don’t waste it.  Don’t save 
it for good. 
 
He quotes from the profit Isaiah.  Hundreds of years before the birth of Christ, the prophet told the 
people: 
 
“At an acceptable time, I have listened to you and on the day of salvation I have helped you.” 



 

 

 
What Isaiah was saying it this, “when the time is right, God will listen to you and help you out 
when God’s salvation is at hand.” 
 
Paul exclaims: 
 
That time is now. 
 
See!  NOW is the acceptable time!  See!  NOW is the day of salvation! 
 
NOW is the time to acknowledge and share God’s grace of salvation.  NOW. 
 
Not tomorrow.  Not next week.  Not when you think you’re ready.  Not when you think you’ve got 
your act together.  Not when you’ve lost those last 5 pounds.  Not when you feel financially secure.  
Not when you’ve finally replaced the worn-out carpet in the church. 
 
NOW!  The time is now.  Do it NOW! 
 
Paul knows there are detractors who might try to stop us.  But our supporters will not put obstacle 
in our way.  But even worse, we may put obstacles in our OWN way.  I believe such obstacles could 
be fear, short-sighted vision, and a lack of confidence.  Let’s throw those away.  We don’t need 
them.  They are only holding us back from truly experiencing and sharing God’s grace…. because…. 
 
Now is the acceptable time. 
Now is the day of salvation. 
 
Paul then tells us Buerqueños that we must commend ourselves to God in every way.  And Paul 
gives us a list of ways to which we must commit ourselves to our ministry 
 
Through endurance 
In afflictions 
Hardships 
Calamities 
Imprisonments 
Riots 
Labors 
Sleepless night 
Hunger 
 
Just look at the past 15 months of our lives.  I might say we have endured all of those events – I’m 
not exactly sure how to interpret “imprisonment”.  Perhaps some of us felt trapped at home during 
the past year.  Or some of us might have actually been put in jail for protesting for human rights. 
 
Paul writes to us and suggests these are things which are going to keep us from sharing God’s love 
and grace with the world.  But we can’t let them keep us from our ministry – from building the 
kingdom of God here on earth. 



 

 

 
These are the storms of life, my friends.  And in today’s Gospel lesson we heard about a storm 
which scared Jesus’ friends to point of fearing for their lives. They woke Jesus up and he calmed 
the storm. 
 
Jesus helps us through the storms in our lives.  But the miracle isn’t his voice and his hand 
commanding the storm to cease.  The miracle is the word of God and Jesus bidding us to love one 
another.  We put our faith in God -- in Jesus -- and we will be able to endure storms (especially 
together) as a faith community of St. Mark’s.  We will help each other through the storms, with 
God’s help and grace.  Let’s build and strengthen that storm-calming community now. 
 
See!  NOW is the acceptable time! 
See!  Now is the day of salvation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul continues his letter to us.  He says we are going to endure those storms with: 
 
Purity 
Knowledge 
Patience 
Kindness 
Holiness of spirit 
Genuine love 
Truthful speech 
And the power of God. 
 
Commit that list to memory and work on it NOW.  It’s good stuff that will help us through the 
storms and grow. 
 
NOW is the acceptable time! 
Now is the day of salvation. 
 
Paul wraps up his letter to us by letting us know that because of our beliefs we will be treated as if 
we are the opposite of what we truly are.  We will be treated as if we are: 
 
Imposters, but we’re really true 
Unknown, yet we’re very well known 
Dying, but we are very much alive 



 

 

Punished, but not killed 
Sorrowful, yet always…. ALWAYS rejoicing 
Poor, but make many others rich 
Having nothing, but we possess absolutely everything. 
 
Here’s my question, folks:  Why would anyone see us that way, or treat us that way?  It could be 
because they don’t want to acknowledge our awesomeness.  But it could also be because we’re not 
trying hard enough to show people who and how we really are. 
 
Are we imposters?  I’m not an imposter.  Are you an imposter?  It’s a question only you can 
answer.  But let me tell you this.  If you have love in your heart and are living your true authentic 
life, and SHARE that love and your life with the world in the name and love of Jesus Christ, then 
you are not an imposter. 
 
Too many people think they are fooling the world.  Living a lie.  My friends, you are perfect and 
wonderfully made exactly the way you are.  You are not an imposter. 
 
Paul says we are TRUE!  Now is the time to own our truth. 
 
Are we unknown?  I’m hear to tell you that St. Mark’s is definitely NOT unknown.  We are known 
through out the diocese for our amazing growth over the past ten years and for our inventive and 
dynamic worship.  There are some people who may not like one or both of those things.   
 
But Paul says we are extremely WELL KNOWN.  Now is the time to let everyone know about us. 
 
Are we dying?  Heck no!  Didn’t you hear what I just said about being well known? 
 
Paul say we are very much ALIVE.  Now is the time to show the world who alive we truly are. 
 
Are we punished?  Yeah, I can tell you that all three of us clergy members here at St. Mark’s have 
been sent to the bishop’s office at one time or another to clarify our actions or behaviors.  We’re 
still here.  I’d say it’s possible some people might punish St. Mark’s for our beliefs that everyone is 
a child of God and everyone is welcome to our faith community and everyone is welcome at the 
Lord’s table.  We’re still here. 
 
Paul says we have not been killed.  In fact, we are stronger than ever.  Now is the time to be strong. 
 
Are we sorrowful?  Sure.  St. Mark’s has had its share of trials and tribulations.  Now THAT is an 
understatement.  But look at us.  We have so many reasons to be grateful: a vibrant congregation 
within a beautiful building it contains unbounding energy!  And of course, each of us individually 
has experienced sadness in our lives.  But we cannot let that bring us down.  Together, with God’s 
help, we can weather those storms. 
 
Paul says (and rightfully so) we are always REJOICING.  Now is the time to be happy. 
 



 

 

Are we poor?  Frankly, you’d have to ask someone on the finance committee about the cash flow 
of this parish.  But that’s the way the world looks at being poor. 
 
Paul says we MAKE MANY OTHERS RICH.  This is my favorite item on the list because it turns the 
tables completely.  Paul doesn’t say WE ARE RICH even though you may not have a lot of money.  
Paul says WE ARE NOT POOR when we make others rich, when we love our neighbor as yourself, 
when we welcome the stranger, when we feed the hungry, when we stand up to the bully…. 
 
Paul says we are not poor because we make many others rich.  Now is the time to make others 
exceedingly rich! 
 
And finally, Paul tells us that you might think you’ve got nothing, but think again, my friends, 
because you have absolutely EVERYTHING. 
 
Now is the time to acknowledge all the gifts we have. 
 
It is human nature to procrastinate.  But Paul tells us to stop it.  Now!  Do it now!  There is a huge, 
hurting, messed up world out there.  They are begging for us to bring them good news.  The good 
news of the Gospel of Christ.  Let’s do it. 
 
Now is the acceptable time! 
Now is the day of salvation! 
 
Not tomorrow.  Not next week.  Not when we think we’re ready.  Not when we have the perfect 
plan all figured out.  Not when we have plenty of money in case something goes wrong.  Not when 
we have the perfect line-up of Sunday School teachers.  Not when we can afford a new audio 
system.  Not when can take our masks off for good. 
 
Now! 
 
What are we waiting for? 
 
Let’s do it. 
 
Now. 
 


