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“Holy Father, 
protect them in your name 

that you have given me, 
so that they may be one, 

as we are one.”
 (John 17:11)

The “Farewell Discourse”

John 14-17



Today’s Epistle (1 Peter 4, 5)

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal 
that is taking place among you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to 
you….Cast all your anxiety on him, because he 
cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert.  
Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil 
prowls around, looking for someone to devour.  
Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know 
that your brothers and sisters in all the world 
are undergoing the same kinds of suffering. 
And after you have suffered for a little while, the 
God of all grace, who has called you to his 
eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
support, strengthen, and establish you. 
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that you have given me, 
so that they may be one...” 

(John 17:11)
“...perhaps the greatest form of violence the devil can render

 is to separate people from one another 
that is, for people to forget or abandon this notion of our connectionality, 

of being united with all Christians around the world 
in our struggles, triumphs, joys, and fears.”

(Gordon McClellan Feasting on the Word)
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“Lord, is this the time 
when you will 

restore the kingdom 
to Israel?”

“Lord, is this the 
time for X?”



“It is not for you to know 
the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 

BUT 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my witnesses... to the ends of the earth.”



All knowing, all loving, all merciful God,
you see more clearly than we do ourselves, 

those adversaries that prowl and threaten to devour us; 
you know more deeply than we do ourselves, 

our anxieties and our weakness, our suffering and our fears.
Do not leave us comfortless, 

but send us your Holy Spirit to strengthen us.  
Restore, support, strengthen, and establish us, we pray.  

Protect us, by the power of your most holy name, 
that we might be One as you are One, 
and send us the power of your Spirit 

to make us your witnesses to the ends of the earth.  

“It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own 
authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you will be my witnesses ...to the ends of the earth.” (Acts)

And after you have 
suffered for a little 

while, the God of all 
grace, who has called 

you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, 
support, strengthen, 
and establish you.  

(1 Peter)

“Holy Father, 
protect them in 
your name that 

you have given me, 
so that they may be 

one, as we are 
one.” (John)

O God...Do not leave us comfortless, but send us your Holy Spirit 
to strengthen us… (Collect of the Day)


