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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  
Albuquerque, New Mexico  
The Rev. Christopher McLaren, Rector 
Sunday June 14, 2020 Proper 6A  
Romans 5:1-8  
Matthew 9 and 10  
Theme: It’s time to do something  
 
It is a tough and demanding time in our country and the pain and suffering are far from over. 
Shortly after the murder of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin, I received a 
text from a friend. It read: As a person of color in this America I -am - today – WOUNDED. This text 
seared into me and scared me. What was I feeling? Was I wounded? Was I outraged?  Did I really 
understand what my black sister was going through?  
 
I’ve been struggling personally just to take it all in and try to process it.  And I’m reading and 
reflecting on the amazing sustained protests in America calling for racial justice, and real changes 
to our longstanding system of racial inequality. I’m wondering just how aware I am about my own 
participation in this status quo of racist America and how I might open my mind and heart to a 
new way of seeing. I know I need to grow. I know I need to listen. I know that I am part of 
something that is broken. The more I read and learn the more outraged I become. I know that I 
need to repent of my own silence, indifference and complicity in the racial inequality of our nation. 
To be honest like most white people, I’ve hardly noticed the problem because I don’t feel on a daily 
basis, I’m protected and that’s the problem. I feel awkward and uncomfortable about the 
conversation and I’m also fearful of saying the wrong thing, I realize that I lack skill in this 
conversation and become easily defensive brittle and fragile about it all (ironic I know). But that is 
not reason for us to avoid the topic of race in America because it is a topic that God cares about 
because it is about God’s justice and God’s desire for us to love our neighbors as our selves.  I want 
to be part of the church that cares about racial equality and reconciliation in our country though I 
know it is not easy.  
 
I’m reminded of the words of The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in his letter from the Birmingham 
Jail addressed to the clergy.  
 
When I was suddenly catapulted into the leadership of the bus protest in Montgomery, Alabama, a 
few years ago, I felt we would be supported by the white church. I felt that the white ministers, 
priests and rabbis of the South would be among our strongest allies. Instead, some have been 
outright opponents, refusing to understand the freedom movement and misrepresenting its 
leaders; all too many others have been more cautious than courageous and have remained silent 
behind the anesthetizing security of stained-glass windows. 
 
 
I don’t want to be this kind of church It’s important that we become reflective in this time and 
begin to process our discomfort and fear. Where is the tender spot within what is happening, the 
place from which you can change and grow?  Where is the Good News of the Gospel in the mist of 
this upheaval happening in our country? It is good news when people of faith stand up and 
condemn all forms of racism as an abomination to God and God’s ways. I want to shape a response 
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that is faithful and strong in the midst of the turmoil and that requires something more of me than 
is easily offered.  A good friend of mine who is a woman of color and a person of great strength 
asked me hopefully after the murder of George Floyd and the continuing protests if I thought that 
finally this was going to make a difference, will these protests and responses and gestures bring a 
lasting change for people like her, for her children and their families.  At the same time, I had white 
friends and colleagues throwing water on the fire, saying things like, “I wish it was possible but 
you know it's not going to change, it's just too big a problem.”  I found myself wrestling with this 
strange tension – hoping for something big to happen, a moment when moral outrage and biblical 
values of justice and the dignity of every human being become more real and possible in our 
greedy, violent and selfish world while on the other hand the cynical and self-interested fear of its 
not going to change, a tacit support of the status quo is always available to the white Christian who 
is more cautious than courageous.  Do we as Christians believe that God is doing a new thing? Do 
we believe that the long arc of history is bending toward justice as The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. proclaimed and hoped? Do we believe our defining story that God delivered the people of Israel 
out of slavery with a mighty hand and that God’s deliverance work continues even unto this day? 
Or are we thinking that this will go away if we just ignore it for a little while longer?  
 
If the events of these past weeks have taught us anything as a people of faith, it is that sincere 
concern and time have not solved this problem. It is hard to admit it, but we are living in a 
malignant system that has torn at all Americans mind, body and soul – since the very beginnings of 
this country over 400 years ago.  Talk alone will not dismantle this system of violent oppression, it 
is time to educate friends and family and to demand more of our leaders. The task is enormous but 
the Spirit of God is willing to see the systems of oppression fall, to cast out the demonic spirit of 
racism in America, to heal the generations of wounds, and to set the captive free. The question we 
as Christians must ask ourselves is how do we begin to engage in this work of the Spirit in our 
community for our brothers and sisters of color. How do we really love our neighbor as our self? 
How do we demonstrate the love of God that we say resides in our hearts?  
 
Our reading today, from Paul’s letter to the Romans, is a powerful testament to God’s love. He 
writes, “God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been  given to 
us.” (Romans 5:2) 
 
For Paul the most important thing is – God’s overwhelming love for each of us that makes us right 
with God. Paul proclaims with great confidence that because of Christ’s life, death and resurrection 
we are no longer separated from God. You and God do not have a problem. You have been justified, 
put in right relationship with God through the mysterious work of Christ.  Paul simply says that 
being justified means having peace with God.  
 
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand. 
 
That is the Good News of God in Christ for Paul, we are at Peace with God. No matter what you 
were told growing up, God is not mad at you. God wants to be in a loving, life-giving and 
transformative relationship with you. Peace with God, means that you, as a spiritual person, are 
forgiven, loved and accepted by God. The one thing you really need to do is accept this grace as 
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deeply and thoroughly as you possibly can, placing this beautiful truth at the center of your life is 
the first step in the adventure of faith.  
 
This is the wonderful Good News, but that is far from the end of the story.    
Paul is clear that once you accept God’s love into your life you will also paradoxically become 
uncomfortable.  You will not be comfortable with the world, you will struggle with its ugly 
violence, you will chafe against its brutal injustice and you will suffer because of the pain of its 
division, hatred, poverty, arrogance, greed, callousness, and evil. To be grounded in the ALL -
EMBRACING LOVE OF GOD IS TO SUFFER.    
 
Paul says that as a person of faith you will suffer.  You will suffer with and alongside those whose 
path in this world is full of trouble, pain and injustice.  
 
You will suffer when you hear the stories of people of color and what they have to endure 
throughout their lives.  
 
Take for example the stories and wounds of Brian Lowery, now a professor at Stanford University 
who writes about his first memory of what it meant to be black in this country.  
 
After my family moved to a new neighborhood in Chicago in 1982, a group of white kids tried to 
blow up our car by sticking a rag in the gas tank and lighting it on fire. 
 
During middle school, as I rode my bike along the street, someone drove by and yelled “n-----.” The 
car turned around and then tried to knock me off my bike, throwing open a door as it sped past  
 
During high school, as I sat in my car waiting for a friend, police officers approached with their 
hands on their guns and demanded that I get out. After I calmly stepped out, they pushed me 
against the car and asked to search my pockets. I refused, not because I had anything to hide — I 
didn’t drink and avoided drugs — but because I was outraged at the affront to my dignity. The 
police impounded my car, arrested me, told me I would amount to nothing and locked me in a 
holding cell for about 12 hours. Still, I know it could have been worse. 
 
He didn’t tell these stories for sympathy and he considers them relatively benign examples of what 
every black person in America encounters. The recent events that have sparked outrage in our 
country are nothing new and every black person knows of these threats. They have incorporated 
them into their lives as warnings and cautionary tales to guide and protect themselves carefully 
from a system that is rigged against them and inherently dangerous for them. As every mother 
with children of color will tell you, they fear for their children every time they leave the house, 
pleading with them to be careful and respectful and safe. 
 
Paul says suffering is a part of the life of faith, that the suffering of Jesus will be yours because 
when you connect your life to the life of Jesus what happened to him will start happening to you.  
The powers of this world will not like your resistance to everything that dehumanizes the beloved 
creatures of God.  
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And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint 
us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us.  
 
For Paul, you will suffer because of the dissonance you feel between the world you live in 
everyday and the loving, life-giving and liberating world that you know God desires for all people.  
You will suffer when you learn that police rushed in and shot Breonna Taylor, a woman not 
accused of wrongdoing, in her apartment? You will suffer watching three white men chase and 
kill Ahmaud Arbery? You will suffer and become introspective after watching an apparently liberal 
woman functionally weaponize her whiteness in Central Park against a black man who was 
birdwatching and simply asked her to leash her dog.  
 
All of this is breathtakingly hard. We don’t really like tension. We would like to ignore the ugliness 
of the world and just celebrate the beautiful patch we believe that we’ve managed to carve out for 
ourselves.  We’re incredibly good at rationalizing inequality and discrimination as long as it 
doesn’t impinge upon our own well-being and success.  
 
But Paul tells us that if we remain grounded, if we stand in the incredible depth of God’s love as a 
people and a community, we cannot be satisfied with the world the way it is. I think it was 
Kenneth Leech who said that, “Christians are meant to be creatively maladapted to this world.”  
We can love the world we live in but at the same time, admit to how dehumanizing, demonic, and 
destructive the world is and work like crazy to repair it.  We will long for God’s Dream and 
envision how the world will be when God’s ways are dominant and not the ways of a crushing 
pattern of racism in our country. America’s besetting sin of racism is not compatible with God’s 
dream for humanity.  
 
Paul says that when we suffer like this as Christians, as a people, we begin to gather strength to 
endure.  We learn the stories of those who have persevered and not given up because they had the 
power of God’s Spirit within them and they were steeped in God’s Dream for all humanity. When 
we suffer together, when we share our stories of pain and longing, when we lift one another up 
and encourage one another to keep going to keep fighting for the dignity of every human being we 
grow strong.  We develop spiritual muscle that the enemy cannot take away from us. We get 
tougher on injustice, speak up at racist jokes, call into question things that don’t seem fair or right 
or good and demand better from our leaders.  
 
Paul describes a kind of spiritual pathway in all of this.  First, we have peace with God through the 
Love of Christ. The love of God within us leads to suffering and struggle and that builds endurance 
within us and produces a deep-down structure of character that resists corruption from the ways 
of the world that would twist and compromise us.  And character Paul says leads to something 
that we all want in our lives, Hope.  Hope the unshakable belief that something good is going to 
happen, that real change is coming, that healing is possible. Hope is not just a war m feeling but a 
fierce reliance on God’s goodness and our deep partnership in what God desires to do.  
 
As a people of hope, we are not satisfied with the way things are, we are not willing to defend the 
status quo. The love of God shapes us into a people who desire a world that is infused with grace, 
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inclusive beyond what we might have imagined and focused on human thriving for all and care for 
the earth that leads to flourishing.  That is the Hope that the love of God puts in our hearts. 
However, it is not an easy road, listen to the words of Walter Bruggemann about the nature of 
biblical hope: 
 

"Hope is inescapably inconvenient and eventually dangerous. Because hope contradicts the 
present world, it is inconvenient. Thus Abraham had to depart his home country to receive 
God’s promise. The first disciples of Jesus, “left everything” to follow. The hopers of faith have 
understood that God’s newness disrupts a comfortable life. That newness summons us out of 
our comfortable zone to be with folks we might not prefer, doing tasks and taking risks we 
might not easily choose. 
 
"Soon or late, hope brings us into conflict with the forceful powers that defend the status quo - 
that will go to great violent ends to protect that status quo. Thus, Moses finally had to 
confront Pharaoh. Esther risked her life to confront the king. Jesus had to face the violent 
power of Rome. And we know that Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Martin Luther King Jr, Oscar 
Romero and the missionaries killed in El Salvador, and so many others. Most of us will not go 
so far as such danger. All of us, however, are invited into the inconvenience of God’s newness. 
And once we go there, who knows what risks may follow."  

(from Sojourners: "The Company of the Unafraid" by Walter Brueggemann) 

 
Every week we say these words: Thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth at it is in heaven. 
Part of praying is trying to get our hearts aligned with God’s dream so that we might work for that 
dream to become reality.  
 
Hoping for something new, hoping for the Kingdom of God to come on earth as it is in heaven is 
seriously inconvenient and dangerous. However, that is what the gospel asks of us that we step 
out of our safe and familiar patterns and into a new way of being that God’s Spirit is at work 
creating and making possible through us.  
 
In our Gospel lesson today, Jesus gathers his disciples and sends them ou t into the villages and 
towns to do the very same work he has been doing. They are to proclaim the good news, ‘The 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out 
demons. They are not given a lot of training or tools. They are not to take resources with them but 
rather to depend upon the hospitality and kindness of others. They are to go into the world 
vulnerable, ready to accept gifts from others, ready to learn from others, ready to share what they 
have.  
 
I like this vision of Jesus’ friends being sent out into the world to minister to others not out of their 
strength and vast resources but out of their own need. I think this is a good word for us in the mist 
of this troubled and exciting time in America. I believe that Jesus is sending each of us out to do his 
work in the world, not as experts but leaners. Not with the confidence of having it all figured out, 
but with the purpose of listening to what others have experienced and trying to understand their 
pain and fear and need for change. I love the idea that they were to minister from their place of 
need. I think that is where I am, I have so much that I need to learn, there are whole new ways of 
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thinking and seeing the world that I have no idea about, I need to listen and learn and work hard 
to understand. I need to repent of my silence, indifference and complicity in a system that has had 
its knee on the neck of black people for centuries.  
 
Jesus describes the work as being sent out at sheep among wolves and I’m afraid that might be 
true. The work is dangerous and not everyone will be pleased that you are doing the hard work of 
listening and learning and advocating and speaking truth into the wound that is still festering in 
America.  
 
And then Jesus adds something that I have always found fascinating, we are bidden to be as wise 
as serpents and as innocent as doves. I take this to mean that we are to use all of our God -given 
shrewdness, intelligence, and creativity to make a difference while at the same time not stooping 
to methods or strategies which will impugn our own character and integrity and the goodness of 
God.  
 
What can you do if the love of God that has been poured into your heart is urging you to do 
something? Well you can study and learn about the black experience in America. You might listen 
to the podcast Seeing White or 1619 that tells the story of slavery in a fascinating and powerful 
way. Maybe you can work on your ability to talk about the subject of race that makes most white 

people uncomfortable you could read a book like White Fragility: Why It's So Hard for 
White People to Talk About Racism by Robin DeAngelo or if you want to get stirred up 

about voting rights and disenfranchisement of people of color read Michelle Alexander’s The 
New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. Maybe you 
can dare to start a book group and open a discussion with a book like Just Mercy Bryan Stevenson.  
There are some folks in our church that went on pilgrimage to the National Memorial for Peace 
and Justice in Montgomery Alabama and had a powerful experience, maybe it's time for a one on 
one with them.  You could begin watching thoughtful movies and documentaries about race in 
America. If you want to explore the role of the American church in the perpetuation of racism you 

might read Jemar Tisby’s The Color of Compromise: The Truth about the 
American Church’s Complicity in Racism . There are fascinating articles out there that 
give very practical steps white people can take to begin redressing the many wrongs in our society 
and become allies for justice. Check out 75 things you can do to for racial justice. Buy books, 
choose TV shows and movies, and opt for toys for your kids, nieces, nephews, etc. that show 
people from different races, religions, countries and that teach real American history. Listen 
without ego and defensiveness to people of color. Truly listen. Don’t scroll past articles written by 
people of color — Read them. 
 
You will find all of these resources and more on Donnel Miller-Mutia’s website Street Spirituality. I 
think the important thing right now is not to shut down if you can help it and I know it is not easy. 
Shutting down is a way of protecting ourselves from the hard work of growth and change.  It’s 
important to listen to the amazing words of the Apostle Paul, one time a persecutor of  Christians 
and then transformed by his vision of the crucified and risen one on the road to Damascus into the 
greatest evangelist the world has ever known.   
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And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces enduranc e, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint 
us, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given 
to us.  
 
Let us be part of this Hope even if it is inconvenient, a Hope rooted and grounded in the incredible 
love of God that has been poured into our hearts. And let us run with endurance the race that is set 
before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfector of our faith. By God’s grace let us do 
something and in so doing be part of God’s healing of a nation instead or part of the problem.  


